
Halloween can be a time of 

great fun for children, but it is 

also a time when adults who 

care for children have special 

concerns about safety. 

Please look at the following 

tips on the back. This should 

help make sure that Halloween 

is safe without interfering with 

the children’s enjoyment.

Happy

Halloween!

NEWSL E T T E R

BE SAFE!

w w w . m e h e r m o n t e s s o r i . o r g

v o l .  3 4  n o .  2    o c t o b e r  2 0 1 7



2s e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 7

N E W S

R e d  R i b b o n  W e e k P a t h f i n d e r  R a n c h

D ay l i g ht  S av i n g  T I m e

S c h o o l  Sh i r t  D ay

H a l l o w e e n  D a y

Our school is celebrating Red 

Ribbon Week this year during the 

week of October 23–27. It is our 

annual opportunity to join with 

schools all over the country to 

promote healthy bodies and minds 

through a life without illegal drugs. 

The anti-drug message is tailored 

for each classroom given the age 

range and overall maturity level.

The 3rd year children of Ms. 

Tenold’s class and the 1st and 

2nd year children of Ms. Strand’s 

class will be at Pathfinder Ranch 

November 6–November 9!

Daylight Saving TIme 2017 ends 

Sunday, November 5, at 2 a.m. 

when the clocks fall back an hour.

School Shirt Day is the last Friday 

of the Month. This month it is 

on Friday, October 27th. Please 

remember to remind your children 

to have 100% participation in their 

classroom.

Joshua Tree National  Park

The 3rd year children of Ms. 

Strand’s class and Mr. Mindes’ class 

will be at Joshua Tree National Park 

November 7–November 9!

Our annual Halloween 

celebration will take place on 

Tuesday, October 31st. Each class 

will have its own party and will 

join in the costume parade. The 

Primary children will have their 

parade from 8:45–9:00 a.m. The 

Elementary and Middle School 

children in Ms. Tenold’s, Ms. 

Strand’s and Mr. Mindes’ class will 

have their parade from 9:00–9:15 

a.m. The children come to school 

in their costumes, and will change 

to regular clothes after the parade.

Have a Happy 
Halloween!
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The month of September went by 
very fast. We were a bit busy working 
on settling the new students. We 
have the majority of the students 
working quite independently now.

It’s October and our classroom is 
doing very well. Mrs. Suh, Ms. Tinajero 
and I are quite happy with the 
progress our classroom is making. I 
am so thankful for my two assistants 
who work with me closely in seeing 
to the needs of our children and 
most especially instilling the values 
and rules needed in the classroom 
during class hours. With this process 
every day, I am able to give more 
lessons to our children with ease 
and comfort. We have a wonderful 
group of children who are happy 
and learning at a fast pace.

We had Back to School Night 
on Thursday, September 21st. It 
was well attended. I had most of 
my new parents attend and had 
a very pleasant time meeting and 
orienting them. I was also happy to 
see most of my returning parents 
who are looking forward to learning 
more and sharing their experiences 
of the good progress of their 
children. It was a night of learning, 
laughter, bonding and educating 
ourselves on the beauty and process 

of assimilating Montessori practices 
in our children. Thank you dear 
parents for coming and trusting us 
once again to the education of your 
children this school year.

A few of our older children are 
reading in at least a beginning 
phase, and many are reading at 
a more sophisticated level and 
learning good word attack skills. 
After learning the sounds that 
letters make, they start to decode 
words into those sounds and soon 
discover that they can read simple 3 
or 4 letter phonetic words! And you 
can see how happy the child is as he 
craves to read more every day.

From there they progress to 
“phonograms.” These are combined 
letters with regular difficulty. They 
are a step beyond the basic phonetic 
sounds. For instance, children learn 
that when they see the letters “s” and 

“h” together, they make one sound: 
the shushing sound of a parent 
with a finger in front of their lips 
who is quieting a child. The children 
learn a couple dozen of these, i.e. 

“ee,” “th,” “ar,” and even more harder 
ones where the phonogram letters 
are separated by another letter like 
the silent “e” phonogram giving 
long vowel sounds in “flute,” “make,” 

C L A S S R O O M  N E W SM r s .  R i v e r a ’ s  C l a s s
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“like” and “hope.” These sight words 
Montessorians call “puzzle words.” 
Then as they get better and better 
at the early stages of reading they 
learn that many English words aren’t 
phonetic in the least and require 
memorization and not sounding out. 
Examples of these words are “the,” 

“once,” “through,” “where.”
The Montessori Method has a 

comprehensive reading program 
that the children absorb and learn 
in a simple, happy and thorough 
manner. As they slowly get better, 
their self-confidence their self-
esteem grows as they’ve finally 
come to decode some of the hidden 
mysteries of reading!

The children kept themselves 
busy with the following decoration 
projects: jack-o-lanterns, ghosts, 
bats and candy corn. These are all 
in the staircase to our classroom in 
the basement. The younger children 
are now settled down and love the 
fact that it is fun to be in class and 
in school as a whole. They make 
friends with Mrs. Roque’s children 
too. The following children had 
their birthdays in the months of 
September and October; Maddison 
Kulwicki, Patrick Barquera-Gomez 
and Camila Hernandez; all turned 5 
years old and Alvin Yan, 4 years old. 
Happy birthday children!

Our class had their first 100% 
School Shirt participation last Friday 
of September 29th! Thank you so 
much dear parents for helping your 
children remember this special day! 
This is a good start for our unity and 
support in the class as a whole. Our 
prize will be given in our Halloween 
Snack Party for lunch time. Flyers 
will be posted for our Halloween 

Parade and Party sometime next 
week. Please watch out for it. Lastly, 
our next School Shirt Day will be 
Friday, October 27th. Let us continue 
to maintain our target of earning 
100% throughout this school year! 
Thanks a million!

Our class loves this song and 
sings it everywhere they go in the 
four corners of our classroom; it’s 
entitled: 

It’s Nearly Halloween!
Sung to the tune of the farmer in 

the dell! Here goes: 

It’s nearly Halloween (2 xs), 
oh my, hip-hooray! 
It’s nearly Halloween! 

A pumpkin I have seen, (2X), 
oh my, hip-hooray! 
It’s nearly Halloween! 

(Repeat verses with a scary witch, 
a flapping bat, a spooky ghost, black 
cat, etc…).

Till next month and have a safe 
and fun-filled Halloween to you all!

Love always,

Mrs. Rivera, Mrs. Suh, Ms. Tinajero, 
Ms. Alvarado and Ms. Ramirez
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We’re off to a new month. The 
classroom is buzzing with excitement 
as the children anticipate the end of 
the month festivities, and decide 
what costume to wear for the much 
awaited Halloween Parade.

At the start of this month, we 
read books and talked about the 
different senses (sight, smell, touch, 
taste and sound). As part of our small 
group activity, the children have 
been experimenting with creating 
different sounds using percussion 
instruments like the hand drum, 
shakers, tambourine and the triangle. 
In our science table, the children 
have been observing the different 
textures and seeing a variety of 
shapes and colors of pumpkins and 
gourds. Some children have even 

drawn their 
own version 
of a pumpkin. 
To see them 
engaged is a 
delightful sight.

The food 
p r e p a r a t i o n 
activities like 
apple slicing, 
banana cutting, 
and peeling an 
orange, have 

been a favorite choice for most of 
our children. The younger children 
have been observing the older 
ones do it and would like to try it 
themselves. The best part about 
it is sharing what they made with 
a friend. Towards the end of the 
month, we will make some apple 
sauce where all the children will get 
a chance to peel and slice apples 
and mix it in the pot. What a feast 
for their senses! 

Another popular activity among 
our older students is making the 
continent map by tracing and 
punching each continent and 
putting the pieces together. 

We would like to encourage 
your child to talk about any fun or 
exciting thing they did over the 
weekend, or any book they may 
have borrowed from the library. 
So it’s Monday/Share-Day in our 
classroom. No toys please. A simple 
photograph, postcard or drawing 
would be enough.

October birthdays:  Oct 8 – Noah 
Leon, turned 5, Oct 10 – Ava Santos, 
turned 5

Thank you dear parents for all 
the support you gave during our 
Fundraising activity. 

M r s .  R o q u e ’ s  C l a s s C L A S S R O O M  N E W S
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Pumpkin Patch

Pumpkin Patch, Pumkin Patch
I’m going to pick a pumpkin from the pumpkin patch

I’ll choose one, round and fat
It will turn into a “Jack-O-Lantern”

Just like that!

Till next month,

Mrs. Roque, Ms. Bayon, Ms. 
Kulwicki, Ms. Martinez, and Ms. Mills

Here’s a holiday chant you can do 
with your child. They’ll show you the 
actions. Enjoy!!!
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Our class has some exciting news- 
we have a new student! His name is 
Michael and he is 6 years old. His family 
moved here from Korea, and Michael 
is learning English. It has been a lot of 
fun to work with him and get to know 
him, and the other students like to try 
to help him. We celebrated Melissa’s 
6th birthday, which was October 14, 
with a lunch that her family provided 
our class. It 
was great 
to celebrate 
all together. 
Along with 
m o r n i n g 
circle on 
M o n d a y s , 
we have 
also started 
sharing what 
we did over 
the weekend. 
One of our 
3rd years 
s u g g e s t e d 
we do this, 
and children 
may decide what or if they would 
like to share. So far it has been a nice 
addition to community-building. 

Children learn math in a 
Montessori environment by using 
materials, exploration, and learning 
big numbers. If a child can count up 
to nine, then tens can also be counted 
up to 90, hundreds up to 900, and so 
on. In our class, children learn that 
these are the different categories: 
units, tens, hundreds, and so on as far 
as they can imagine (ex. million, ten 
million, hundred million). Using big 
numbers is more exciting for the child, 

and makes more of an impression. 
The materials are heavy enough as 
they carry them from the shelf so that 
makes an impression on them too. In 
fact, it takes two students to carry the 
million cube! So, many students have 
been working with the categories of 
the decimal system such as practicing 
that ten units makes a ten, ten tens 
make a hundred, and so on. Some 

children are 
p r a c t i c i n g 
reading and 
writing big 
numbers like 
9 , 0 3 5 , 2 6 2 .  
O l d e r 
children are 
l e a r n i n g 
work in 
decimals and 
division of 
fractions, and 
they use their 
f o u n d a t i o n 
of place 
value that 
was learned 

at a young age in a Montessori class. 
Mrs. Gonzalez’s daughter, 

Samantha Gonzalez, is volunteering 
her time to teach basic art concepts 
and skills to our class in small groups 
on Friday afternoons (for example: 
the color wheel, still life, portrait, 
horizon, etc). She was a student here 
at Meher and is now a junior in high 
school, with aspirations to be an art 
major, and is an outstanding person 
that we are lucky to have. Your child 
will not be doing this every Friday 
because we split them into groups, 
but please look out for their art work 

M s .  T e n o l d ’ s  C l a s s C L A S S R O O M  N E W S

Working on Factors
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which goes home with the Friday 
Folders. When reminding them to 
get their Friday Folders, check with 
them if they got everything they did 
that week. Sometimes artwork will be 
drying, or is too large to fit in a folder 
and we will put it on the small table 
next to the sign-in table.

Also with art, the famous artist we 
are featuring this month in Georgia 
O’Keefe. We have been learning about 
her life, famous works of art, and her 
themes and techniques. Children also 
have the option of recreating some of 
her pieces and writing short reports 
about what they learn. We will feature 
a different artist each month, and 
compile the student’s artwork each 
month into a book for them to keep.

Picture Day was Tuesday, October 
17 and Halloween is Tuesday, October 
31st. As a whole school, Meher puts 
on a costume parade and parents 
are invited. That takes place in the 
morning on the blacktop. Students 
arrive in costumes, and change into 
regular clothes after the parade. Our 
class also plans a Halloween Party 
for that afternoon and is involved 
with all aspects. For example, the 
treats committee planned a Going 
Out to the grocery store for Friday, 
October 27 at 9:00 am to purchase 
ingredients to make treats. We will 
share scary stories, have face-painting 
and pumpkin carving, and enjoy the 
refreshments!

Happy Halloween!

Lower Elementary Garden
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October has proven to be an 
eventful month so far.  Some of the 
work that has been taking place over 
the past month has been: studying 
ancient cave paintings, seasons and 
the solstices, decimals, the rotation of 
the earth, notation of cubes, exponents, 
research, and story writing.  Lots of 
important and exciting independent 
work too!

Kaya, Joyce, Francesca and Destiny 
and I started a weekly literature group 
where we go to the garden and take 
turns reading aloud from a book. The 
book we are sharing first is called “Pay 
It Forward” by Tara Dairman. It is a story 
about a young girl who is determined 
to teach herself how to cook 
and write food reviews. It 
is a great and funny story, 
and we highly recommend 
it!

The 5th and 6th years 
have begun planning 
their fundraisers for the 
Montessori Model United 
Nations trip in March. They 
enjoyed hosting the first 

‘Parent Night Out’ at the 
end of September, and 
it was a success!  With 
fourteen younger students 

who signed up, they played games, 
made crafts, ate pizza and watched 
a movie together. Thank you to the 
families who supported their event; it 
will be offered again soon.  

Allison and Enzo are the first 
MMUN pair to have had a Going 
Out for their UN country, Venezuela.  
They planned and organized a trip 
to a local restaurant, Amara, where 
they interviewed the owner about 
Venezuela and even tasted some 
delicious cuisine! The other UN groups 
already have plans in the works to do 
that too.

M s .  S t r a n d ’ s  C l a s s C L A S S R O O M  N E W S

Parent Night Out Fundraiser

Square Roots Embroidery Long Division
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Damien Chagoya missing from picture

Y.E.T. Class with Mr. Page

Hello Meher family! I know October 
is the month that calls us to ponder 
things that lay beyond this material 
world, but my October thoughts 
are stuck in piloting my car through 
the hills of Western Massachusetts, 
rubbernecking at Oak and Maple 
leaves making their last, colorful stand 
before dropping. Still, my thoughts 
aren’t only on the enjoyments of the 
other coast, especially, after those few 
perfectly temperate October days, and 
the Middle Schoolers and their Upper 
Elementary colleagues are getting 
ready to spend a few nights in the 
unique beauty of Joshua Tree National 
Park! 

A trip to such a singular spot 
like Joshua Tree will hopefully 

inspire students to scout for ideas of 
biomimicry and consider questions 
that they might hear in their Design 
class, such as, how can nature help 
solve challenges that people face? 
Additionally, they’ll have a chance to 
apply their data recoding skills that 
Mrs. Chogoya stresses in science class.

Finally, I wanted to thank the Middle 
School parents for attending our Back 
to School night, as well as Mrs. Chogoya 
who helped a great deal in organizing 
it. Everyone seems as excited as I am 
about the teachers that have joined 
us to share their experience and 
wisdom with our students. One parent 
expressed the room’s enthusiasm 
perfectly when he exclaimed, “I wish I 
was taking that class!”

M r .  M i n d e s ’  C l a s s C L A S S R O O M  N E W S
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As tech devices extend into social spaces, 
it’s not uncommon to see toddlers and even 
babies along with their parents staring into 
separate handheld screens. A new study 
presented at the Pediatric Academic Societies 
Conference in San Francisco this week adds 
evidence to a growing body of scientific 
literature on the impacts of early screen time 
on mental development.

The principal investigator of the research team 
is a pediatrician and scientist, Dr. Catherine 
Birken, MD, MSc. The study involved asking 
parents of 1,077 children (ages 6 months to 
2 years) to track and report their children’s 
screen time.  The researchers’ analyses 
revealed that by their 18 month check ups, 20 
percent of the children had average handheld 
device use of 28 minutes a day. A validated 
questionnaire (The Infant Toddler Checklist) 
was used for detecting expressive speech 
delay and other communication concerns, 
and according to a review of the study,

Dr. Birken said the results support a recent 
policy recommendation by the American 
Academy of Pediatrics to “prioritize creative, 
unplugged playtime for infants and toddlers.”  

New Study Finds Link Between 
Infant Handheld #ScreenTime 
and Speech Delays

fyi
...”researchers found that the 

more handheld screen time 

a child’s parent reported, 

the more likely the child was 

to have delays in expressive 

speech. For each 30-minute 

increase in handheld screen 

time, researchers found a 

49 percent increased risk of 

expressive speech delay.”

E d u R e s e a r c h e r

Connecting Research, Practice  
and Advocacy in Education

Roxana Marachi, Ph.D
May 5, 2017
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She suggests that more research is 
also needed to understand the type 
and content of screen activities infants 
are engaging in to further explore 
mechanisms behind the apparent link 
between handheld screen time and 
speech delays.

American Academy of Pediatrics. (2017, 
May 4). Handheld screen time linked 
with speech delays in young children: 
New research being presented at the 
2017 Pediatric Academic Societies 
Meeting suggests the more time children 
under 2 years old spend playing with 
smartphones, tablets and other handheld 
screens, the more likely they are to begin 
talking later. ScienceDaily. Retrieved May 
4, 2017 from http://www.sciencedaily.
com/releases/2017/05/170504083141.
htm.

Ma, J., van den Heuvel, M., Maguire, J., 
Parkin, P., Birken, C. (2017). Is handheld 
screen time use associated with language 
delay in infants? Presented at the 
Pediatric Academic Societies Meeting, 
San Francisco, CA. Conference abstract 
available at https://registration.pas-
meeting.org/2017/reports/rptPAS17_
abstract.asp?abstract_final_id=1380.1

For readers interested in additional 
research related to screen time and 
children’s development, please see:

Association Between Portable Screen-
Based Media Device Access or Use and 
Sleep Outcomes: A Systematic Review 
and Meta-Analysis // JAMA, Journal of the 
American Medical Association

Dose–Response Association of Screen 
Time-Based Sedentary Behavior in 
Children and Adolescents and Depression: 
A Meta-Analysis of Observational Studies 
// British Journal of Sports Medicine

Mobile Phone Dependency and Its 
Impacts on Adolescents’ Social and 
Academic Behaviors 

American Academy of Pediatrics Issues 
New Recommendations on Screen Time 
and Exposure to Cell Phones

60 Minutes Explores Tech Designed to Be 
Addictive

Screen Time, Wireless, and EMF Research
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We discipline our kids for a reason: we want 
them to be good.

When a parent yells at their children or sends 
them to their room, it’s not because they 
want their kids to suffer. We’re not just hate-
filled gargoyles who want to stamp out fun 
wherever we find it. We’re trying to help our 
kids understand that their behavior affects 
other people. We want to make them better 
people.

But there’s a difference between raising a child 
who is afraid of getting in trouble and a child 
who understands the difference between 
right and wrong. When our kids grow up, we 
won’t be around every minute of their lives. If 
we want them to make good decisions when 
we’re not around, they have to be motivated 
by more than just fear of getting in trouble.

Don’t rely on fear

For a lot of us, yelling is the only way we know 
how to do it, after all, it works. When you blow 
up on a child every time they don’t do what 
you want, their behavior changes. Those kids 
will make a mental list of everything that 

How To Raise A Good Person –
Instead Of One Who Is Just 
Afraid Of Being Bad

fyi
We discipline  

our kids  

for a reason:  

we want them  

to be good.

P  a  r  e  n  t    C  o  .

by Mark Oliver

March 23, 2017
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makes you angry, and they’ll make sure 
you don’t catch them doing it.

Something happens, though, in your 
kids’ heads when you try to scare them 
into being good. They stop noticing the 
effect they are having on other people 
and, instead, focus on the consequences 
to themselves. Being good becomes 
something they do to avoid getting in 
trouble, instead of something they decide 
to do.

They might be good when you’re around 
– but it won’t last. The second you turn 
your back, all that good behavior is going 
to stop.

Let your kids choose

Children aren’t evil. Even babies are 
naturally capable of kindness. Studies have 
found that babies as young as 14 months 
old will try to help people in need. There’s 
a natural goodness in every person, right 
there from birth. We’re social animals. We 
want to help each other out.

One of the best ways to kill that natural 
goodness, though, is to make kids do it. 
Children are actually more likely to help 
someone if they do it of their own free will. 
Experiments with children suggest that, if 
you force a child to do something good 
for someone, they’ll do the bare minimum, 
but if you let them decide whether they 
want to do it or not, they’ll go beyond.

What’s more is that they’ll keep doing 
it. Children who are forced to do charity 
work only do it when they’re forced to, but 
children who decide to do it themselves 
will keep it up. It becomes a whole part of 
their being. In fact, the more parents give 
their kids rewards, the less likely the kids 

are to act generously.

Teach your children to control their 
emotions

Remember when I said that kids are 
naturally good? Remember when you 
rolled your eyes and said, “That’s not my 
kid”? You weren’t wrong – just because 
kids are capable of goodness doesn’t 
mean they always do it. But there are 
reasons for that, and one of the big ones 
is emotion.

Kids get mad. They have impulses. They 
have urges. When people get emotional, 
no matter how old they are, they start 
making different decisions.

That’s one of the biggest challenges of 
being human – controlling your emotions. 
We’re filled with feelings that tell us to do 
things that are incredibly destructive, and 
we have to learn how to resist them. That’s 
a big part of being good.

Talk About It

If you want your children to be able to 
walk into a new situation and figure 
out the right thing to do without your 
guidance, they need to be able to think 
things through – and that takes practice.

That’s why we need to talk about what’s 
right and wrong. Bring up ethical scenarios, 
like, “If you saw someone getting bullied, 
what would you do?” and let your kids 
weigh in. Listen to their thoughts, share a 
few of your own, and help them practice 
the mental process of how to be good.

It’s something you can work into any 
part of the day. You can do it when you’re 
reading stories or you can make a whole 
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game out of it – but it’s especially useful 
when your kids misbehave.

When your kids do something bad, don’t 
just get them in trouble – ask them, “What 
do you think you could do differently 
next time?” Turn that bad moment into 
an actual learning opportunity and they’ll 
learn to be better people.

Walk The Talk

In the end, though, the most important 
thing is just to set a good example. 
Children copy their parents – it’s just what 
they do. No matter how you raise them, 
they’re going to end up an awful lot like 
you.

If you tell your kids to do what you say 
and not what you do, your kids are going 
to see that there’s a difference between 
the rules you set and how you lead your 
life, and that’s going to teach them to do 
the same in their own life – they’ll learn 
that they can set rules that they don’t 
necessarily have to hold themselves to.

On the other hand, when we practice what 
they preach, they not only copy us but 
they also get better at controlling their 
urges. When kids know they can trust their 
parents, it affects the way they see the 
world – and it makes it a lot easier to grow 
up a decent person.

Don’t rely on fear

Let your kids choose

Teach your children to control their emotions

Talk About It

Walk The Talk
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A  D A Y  A T  M E H E R
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H a p py Fa l l !

Fundraiser
I would like to begin by thanking 

all the families that participated in 
this year’s Charleston Wrap Fundraiser. 
19 of our 21 students participated!!  
That is a great show of support for 
our school. I am very touched by all 
the effort the families put into selling. 
Hopefully, I will have sales totals next 
month.

Red Ribbon Week
We will be celebrating Red Ribbon 

Week the week of the 23rd. We will 
discuss the different ways we can live 
a healthy lifestyle through diet and 
exercise. The children will wear a red 
ribbon in class every day during this 
week, and then take the ribbon home 
on Friday.

Halloween Parade
On Tuesday, October 31st, we will 

have a short costume parade. The 
parade will be from 8:30-8:45 on the 
playground. Children may arrive at 
school in their costumes on this day. 
Parents are welcome to come and 
take pictures. Please, remember to 
send a change of clothes for children 
to wear once the parade is over. Also, 

Mrs. Wildhab er ’s  Class A L T A D E N A  N E W S

make sure your child’s costume pieces 
and bags are all labeled with his/her 
name.

In the afternoon there will be a 
small party for the classroom only. A 
sign-up sheet for the party went up 
on the 23rd. That is on the coat rack.  
Children are welcome to bring goodie 
bags to pass out to their classmates.  
We currently have 21 children. DO 
NOT put chocolate or candies in the 
goodie bags. There are many other 
alternatives besides sweets. Also, DO 
NOT label the “To” section on the 
goodie bags. As the children pass the 
bags out themselves, and many are not 
yet readers, this is too time consuming 
and overwhelming for our little ones. 
However, your child may put his/her 
name in the “From” section.

The Great California Shakeout
On Thursday, October 19th, our 

school participated in The Great 
California Shakeout earthquake drill. 
In the days leading up to the drill, we 
had practice drills and talked about the 
importance of keeping our head and 
bodies protected in the event of a real 
earthquake. As most of our students 
are returning students this year, this 
went off without a hitch. It was one of 
our most impressive Shakeout drills yet!
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child will then respond along the 
lines of “Bring me...6.” This a great 
way of working on social interactions, 
verbal skills, turn taking and abstract 
concepts. Who knew there was such 
a vast array of learning opportunities 
in such a simple game? This game can 
be played with a variety of materials 
throughout most areas in the 
classroom.

School Shirt Day will be on Friday, 
October 27th this month. If we attain 
100% participation again this month, 
November’s baking activity will be 
apple muffins.  So mark your calendars 
to help your child to remember his/
her school shirt on this day.

Next Month
In next month’s newsletter, I will 

cover our in class Halloween party. I 
will also go over the highlights from 
Red Ribbon Week.

Monday, November 20th, will be 
our annual Multicultural Feast. Details 
for that will go out at the beginning of 
November.

Until Next Month,
Mrs. Wildhaber
Miss McCray & Ms. Avila

Remember
School Shirt Days 

are every last 
Friday of the month

Scholastic
I want to thank the parents that 

have been ordering books through 
our Scholastic Book Club flyers this 
year. The website has a much more 
extensive selection of books for 
all grade levels, in case the flyers 
themselves are not of interest to 
you. I gave out our school code at 
last month’s Back to School Night, 
but here it is again: PXY4L. Sales vary 
from month to month on the flyers.  
Therefore, you may want to check 
regularly to see if there are any good 
deals happening. Often, Scholastic 
will have books for $1-$3 each.

Donations
I continue to be in awe of the 

generosity of the families this year. 
Leona Arkin purchased a cash register 
for our daycare room. Alexandra Diaz 
(Lulu) donated great wooden building 
block to the daycare room. Maelin 
O’Connell’s mom has volunteered to 
try and recreate some of our missing 
land pieces for our geography puzzles. 
We may get the Panama back after all!  
And finally, a person who wishes to 
remain anonymous donated a second 
kitchen set for our daycare room. 
Our students are so excited to try 
everything out! If I have left anyone 
out, I will try to remember to thank 
them next month.

In The Classroom
The children have become pros at 

partnering up on the ‘Bring Me’ game. 
One child will set up a material, like 
sandpaper numbers, and another 
child sits a distance away from the 
material. The first child walks over 
to the second child and asks, “What 
should I bring you?” The second 
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Pumpkin Cake Baking

Our first baking activity of the school year was a success!! From scooping and 
pouring to egg cracking and can opening, there is something for all the children 
to do. Baking activities happen once a month, pending 100% participation on 
School Shirt Day the previous month. On baking 
Friday, we promptly begin when class starts at 8:15. 
Most of the recipes are from scratch and take time to 
mix. Add the 40-60 minute bake time, and the special 
treat does not make it to the snack table until around 
9:30 Unfortunately, because of this time constraint, 
tardy children do not have an opportunity to help 
with the prep on baking days. However, they can still 
enjoy its deliciousness at the snack table!

Fundraiser Participants
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Making Halloween Fun, But Keeping It Safe 

Keeping it Safe!

Halloween can be a time of great 
fun for children, but it is also a time 
when adults who care for children 
have special concerns about 
safety. The following tips should 
help make sure that Halloween is 
safe without interfering with the 
children’s enjoyment.

Treats:
•	 Encourage	children	to	have	fun	

collecting treats, but tell them to wait 
until they return home before eating 
any.

•	 Inspect	all	treats	and	throw	out	
any with torn or unsealed wrappers.

•	 Homemade	 treats	 should	 be	
discarded.

•	 Report	 any	 suspicious	 treats	 to	
your local police.

•	 If	your	child	has	allergies,	check	
the ingredient list carefully.

Trick or Treating:
•	 Set	curfews	for	your	children.
•	 Children	 should	 go	 to	 Trick	 or	

Treat only at homes of neighbors 
they know.

•	 Check	your	walkways	and	lawns	
for obstacles, and leave your outside 
lights on.

•	 Keep	 pets	 indoors	 or	 confined	
to any area where they will not 
interfere with children.

•	 Younger	children	should	always	
be accompanied by an adult. 

•	 Consider	 sharing	 and	 planning	
neighborhood parties as an 
alternative to Trick or Treating.

•	 Check	masks	to	be	sure	children	
can see and breathe easily.

•	 Plan	 costumes	 that	 are	 flame-
resistant and roomy enough to 
allow the children to dress warmly 
underneath. Make sure that shoes 
fit well and that costumes are short 
enough to prevent tripping.

•	 Purchase	face	paints,	glues,	and	
glitters made of nontoxic materials. 
Be aware that some children can have 
allergic reactions to these products.

•	 Neon	 glowsticks	 and	 neck	
bands contain a chemical that 
is irritating to skin and could be 
harmful to the  eyes. Children should 
not bang, crush, or throw glowsticks 
or neckbands, and they should avoid 
doing anything that might release 
the chemicals.

Jack O’ Lanterns:
•	 Let	your	child	have	fun	drawing	

a face on the pumpkin and scraping 
out the contents, but an adult should 
do the carving.

•	 Jack	 O’	 Lanterns	 with	 candles	
should be watched carefully and 
placed where they can’t start a fire.


