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Summer School

Summer school forms went out 
and are due back by Wednesday, 
April 26th. We’re having some fun 
and educational field trips. Summer 
School dates are June 19 – July 28.

News

Camps

The Upper Elementary class and 
some of the older Lower Elementary 
students will be going to Camp 
Surf the week of April 24 – April 
28. Middle School students will be 
Yosemite May 3 – 5.

Play Days Parade

We are excited to announce 
that Meher Montessori School 
will once again be participating 
in the Monterey Park Play Days 
Parade. Last year was our fifth year 
participating and it was a fun day 
for all. This year the parade will be 
held on Saturday, May 13 at 11:00 
a.m. All of our students, parents 
and staff will be able to participate 
in the parade representing our 
School. T-Shirt orders are due 
Tuesday, April 25 along with $5 
for each shirt. Don’t miss this fun 
school wide event!

Don’t forget! Friday, April 28th,  
is Meher’s School Shirt Day! Let’s have 
100% participation so every class can 
have a party.

School Shirt Day

W e hope everyone will have a nice Spring Break. Our second set 
of Parent Conferences will take place the week of 

May 15–19. Sign-ups the week before will show the 
times available for conferences. At the conference 
you will receive a written progress report. However, 
you certainly do not have to wait for a formal parent 
conference to talk to your child’s teacher. Teachers 
always have time for informal conferences. Just ask.

Annual Parent Open House

Come one, come all!!! To our annual 
Parent Open House on Wednesday, 
May 27th, from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
All children, parents, grandparents, 
and other friends are invited. This 
Open House is a special time for your 
child to show you his or her work.
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predators. They had the chance to 
feel these live animals too as they 
were placed in two big basins filled 
with salt water. These experiences 
helped the children to love and 

understand nature. It 
was indeed a great 
start of the day for all 
of us.

There were two 
highlight events 
that always occur in 
the month of March. 
These are St. Patrick’s 
Day and our Lower 
Elementary and 
Primary Partnership 

Breakfast! After about a week and 
a half of working with Ms. Tenold’s 
children for a joint project, my 

future graduates 
showed their finished 
work to their parents, 
friends, teachers and 
administrators. We 
were excited and Ms. 
Tenold was all smiles 
as she was greeted 
and introduced 
by our graduating 
children to their 
parents and friends. 
Our Lower Elementary 
Partnership breakfast 

was a day of bonding and 
welcoming our future graduates 
and their parents to Ms. Tenold’s 

The month of March went by 
swiftly and April jumped in quick! 
We have exciting activities lined 
up for this month 
like our Easter Party 
and egg hunt. An 
Easter project will be 
done by the children 
in our class. Our 
Spring Break is from 
April 17 to April 21st. 
But before we talk 
about plans for these 
exciting events, let 
me first recall a few 
exciting and memorable activities 
that happened before we ended 
the month of March.

The children had 
the chance to explore 
through touching, 
hearing, feeling and 
seeing the animals 
under the sea through 
the “Blue Submarine” 
presentation! They 
saw sea stars of 
different sizes and 
forms, different shells, 
oysters, various fish 
and many more. The 
children learned 
about their habitats, food they eat 
and other important functions of 
their body to protect them from 

Mrs. Rivera’s Class 

Classroom News
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class. Parents were happy to learn 
that this Partnership Breakfast is 
done once a year in 
our school! They were 
proud of the hard 
work their children 
did. I am proud too 
of my older children 
and I will always walk 
with them as they 
grow in their learning 
process. The food was 
delicious. I would like 
to thank Mrs. Munoz, 
Mrs. Chavez without 
whom the Partnership 
Breakfast would not 
be possible. Ms. Tenold, I am so 
thankful for the time, guidance and 
teaching you gave to our future 
graduates…they will cherish the 
times they spent 
working and 
learning with 
you. To you ladies, 

“Thank you so 
much and a round 
of applause!”

Lastly, we 
had a beautiful 
and memorable 
St. Patrick’s Day 
snack celebration 
with Patricia and 
Edward Barquera-
Gomez, Patrick’s 
parents. They 
provided and 
helped served 
the food to the 
children and teachers with their 
son Patrick helping out too! The 

children had a great, fun-filled 
day, complete with the values 

learned from the 
story of St. Patrick’s 
Day. Thank you so 
much Barquera-
Gomez family for your 
time, kindness and 
generosity, the snack 
party was a success.

The children in our 
class were blessed 
to have spent three 
weeks with an AMI 
student teacher 
named Ms. Anna Lei. 
She taught both the 

older and younger children in the 
practical, sensorial, language and 
mathematical areas. She taught 
them two songs with actions while 

strumming the 
guitar. She had 
the chance to be 
in charge of the 
class for a day 
from greeting the 
children in the 
morning as they 
came to class till 
the afternoon 
circle time.  Her 
last day was Friday, 
March 31st and 
we ended the 
day with a simple 
treat. We had the 
chance to hear her 
play a traditional 
C h i n e s e 

instrument known as the “Guzheng”. 
Before playing a particular tune, she 
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would tell the 
title and story of 
the music. She 
played some 
nursery rhymes 
and beautiful 
soothing music 

to both primary classes in the 
afternoon after the first playtime 
of the children. Thank you once 
again Ms. Lei for a great 
experience and we 
all bid you the best of 
luck in your Montessori 
studies. 

We made it again to 
100% School Shirt Day 
in March! Thank you so 
much to all our children 
and parents for giving 
your support to make 
this day a success. May 
we continue to have 
this unity and pride for 
our school. We will have 
a pizza lunch party on Friday, April 
14th.

Our children made beautiful 
spring and Easter art projects that 
were posted along our staircase 
and classroom. These art works 
are under the guidance and help 
of Mrs. Suh and Ms. Bayon. They 
see to it that art projects are done 
each month. Thank you so much 
for everything and may you both 
have a happy celebration with your 
families!

Let me know if you want to 
volunteer in the classroom by 
reading a story, introducing an 
action song/dance/instrument or 

show the children an art craft.
Lastly, here are some calendar 

reminders: an Easter snack party in 
class for the children will be on Friday, 
April 14th. A flyer will be posted in 
our sign-in book sometime the 2nd 
week of April for the time of our 
egg hunt. Spring break will be from 
April 17th till 21st. School Shirt Day 
will be on Friday, April 28th. Please 

mark these dates in your 
calendar. Thank you so 
much! Have a happy 
Spring Break to one and 
all!

Till next month, with 
all our love, Mrs. Rivera, 
Mrs. Suh and Ms. Bayon

vienne lee

i am going to hawaii

in the winter break

for reals! i am going

to dance and swim.

it is going to be so

fun! i am excited!
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Blue Submarine  
Presentation
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The days have sped along 
so quickly with several things 
happening last month. Children 
were delighted with 
the hands-on exhibit 
brought by the 
Blue Submarine in 
early March. They 
were able to closely 
examine different 
kinds of shells, 
starfish and other 
sea creatures.

The Partnership Project jointly 
done by our graduating children 
and the lower elementary children 
in Ms. Tenold’s class was a success. 
Our graduates were excited to visit 
the classroom upstairs and work 
with the Lower Elementary children 
for a week. Thank 
you to the Parents 
of our graduates 
who showed their 
support and came 
for the breakfast 
and viewed the 
project exhibits 
on March 30th. All 
the hard work and 
preparation done 
by Ms. Tenold 
and the school administrators to 
make that event possible is much 
appreciated.

The classroom is also bustling with 
children making Spring art projects 
with Ms. Mills and Ms. Kulwicki. You 
will see their work along the stairwell 

Mrs. Roque’s Class and our classroom.
During the week of Easter, we 

will be decorating baskets, making 
bunny ears and painting eggs. In 
preparation for our egg hunt (April 
14th), we will be posting a flyer in 

the sign-up book 
with instructions 
on what each child 
will bring. So watch 
for it. For our food 
preparation activity 
in the classroom, 
we will include an 
egg-peeling/slicing 
activity (using hard-

boiled eggs). We will also make egg 
salad to place on top of crackers for 
snacks.

Summer is just around the corner. 
You will receive a Summer School 
information packet soon. Please 
make sure to return it promptly 

if your child is 
attending school 
this summer to 
help us plan 
ahead.

Have a great 
time with your 
children this 
coming Spring 
Break from April 
17th - 21st. The 
school re-opens 

on April 24th.

Happy Easter Everyone!

Regards,
Mrs. Roque, Ms. Mills, Ms. 

Kulwiicki and Ms. Martinez
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Class News
We have one birthday this 

month - Ayushi turns 8 on April 
26! Our class garden continues 
to give great joy and experience 
to the 3rd grade gardeners. They 
enjoyed eating 
the strawberries 
pictured here and 
making salads for 
our class parties, 
such as the Easter 
Lunch. Samantha 
Gonzalez, Mrs. 
Gonzalez’s daughter 
and a former Meher 
student who is 
now in high school, 
volunteers her Friday 
afternoons with our kids teaching 
them art techniques like the 
watercolor examples seen in the 
pictures here. 

Curriculum News
Along with gardening and 

art, students work on a mixture 
of basic skills and discussions 
on broad topics. April 4 was the 
anniversary of the asassination of 
Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1968. We 
had a short, 10-minute discussion 
with the whole class that included 
history, geography, and math, as 
well as critical thinking. One girl 
calculated how many years ago it 
was. Another girl asked why people 
don’t agree on civil rights issues. 
Children heard about events that 

Ms. Tenold’s Class happened in Memphis, Tennessee 
and were encouraged to find 
them on a map. In Montessori 
education,we find it effective to 
integrate subjects like this. 

Some of the basic skills being 
worked on during the day are 
language skills such as tenses 
of the verb and punctuation; 

math skills such 
as place value and 
word problems; 
the steps of the 
scientific method 
and the importance 
of testing only 
one variable at a 
time; and the parts 
of plants and the 
functions they play.

We have also 
done some whole-

group lessons on vitamins and 
minerals. Students have learned 
that vitamins can be organic 
substances made of plants and 
animals, the names and functions 
of 13 vitamins, and foods in which 
they are found. They have learned 
that minerals are in organic 
substances and are found naturally 
in soil and water. Many students 
have some understanding of 
minerals already because this is 
a topic they study in relation to 
the earth and rocks & minerals, 
so we are making the connection 
between their previous knowledge 
and the fact that people obtain 
minerals from products they eat 
and that minerals serve a role in 
our body functions
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Calendar News
Our class will celebrate Easter 

together on April 14 with an Easter 
Egg Hunt and an Easter Lunch. 

Spring Break is April 17-21, and 
our 3rd graders were invited to Camp 
Surf with the Upper Elementary the 
week after that. We had an enjoyable 
and big Partnership Breakfast event 
last month which was a celebration 
with all the families and graduating 
students of both primary classes 
because our students worked with 
them on elementary lessons and 
showed them around our class. 
Thank you to everyone for coming 
to the Breakfast!

March was full of excitement 
and new experiences for the Upper 
Elementary. It was a very full month 
with multiple weeks of Partnership 
projects with both the Lower 
Elementary and the Middle School, 
followed by the delicious breakfasts 
all together.

Ms. Tenold sent her nine 3rd 
years up to the Upper Elementary 
for a few weeks, and each one 
was paired with one or two of 
the Upper Elementary students 
to work on a project. Their topics 
were interesting and varied: beetles, 
aircrafts, space, story writing, 
botany studies, pyramids, asteroids, 
caring for dogs, and parts of a car. 
Some groups planned and went 
on Going Outs to further their 
studies. The final poster boards that 
were on display for the Breakfast 
were vibrant, creative, and full of 
information. It was such a blast 
getting to know the third years and 
great watching friendships blossom 
between all the students.

The Upper Elementary sixth 
years spent a lot of time at the 
Middle School with Mr. Mindes 
and his class this past month. Their 
project entailed writing and filming 
a movie together. Each day they 
returned to campus, they had huge 
smiles on their faces. It is clear they 
had an unforgettable time working 
with the 7th and 8th graders.  

Last month, Julia Hernandez was 
the class President, and Vanessa 

Ms. Strand’s Class

Watercolor Art Techniques
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Artiga was the Vice President.  
We enjoyed a presentation by a 
local marine biologist this past 
month too. The class watched a 
presentation about local sea life, 
followed up by a chance to touch 
sea cucumbers, sea stars, and sea 
slugs. Our current read aloud book 
is entitled “Counting by 7’s” by Holly 
Goldberg Sloan.

Blue Submarine Presentation

A Skit game

Middle School Partnership
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Welcome to April - the month 
in which the Dodgers begin their 
season, and we at the Middle School 
enter our seventh inning stretch. 

We opened the month with 
our Partnership Breakfast, which 
included the Middle School 
students, the 6th graders, and 
their families breaking bread and 
enjoying some student-created 
entertainment. For a few weeks 
prior to the Breakfast, the students 
teamed up, collaborating on 
projects that they would later 
present at the Breakfast. The 
Middle-Schoolers so much enjoyed 
having the 6th graders come to the 
Middle School to work with them 
that when it was all finished, they 
felt that the Middle School was 

“way too quiet!”
Fortunately, even though 

the students spent many hours 
creating a movie for the Partnership 
Breakfast - writing scenes, drawing 
story boards, filming, acting, and 
editing - they were still able to get 
some time in for their other studies.

In Art, the students continued 
painting, and applying their 
newfound knowledge of color 
theory and canvas texture. 

In Science, the students 
continued to study the effects of 
gravity and conservation of energy, 
while in History, they started to look 
at the effect that Great Britain, with 
their common laws, their political 
documents, and their structures 

Mr. Mindes’ Class of government, had on the United 
States government.

In Math, the 8th graders worked 
on a potpourri of algebra and 
geometry topics, while waiting to 
begin their study of probability. The 
7th graders continued their work 
with rational numbers. 

Lastly, in Health, the students 
are discussing mental health, and 
conditions that effect mental 
health: depression, anxiety, bullying, 
etc. The idea is to teach the 
Middle Schoolers how to identify 
these conditions and be able to 
remedy, or mitigate, any symptoms 
associated with them. The students 
will present a slide show on what 
they learned about this topic to 
the elementary students the week 
before Spring Break.

Alyssa and Alysa
The Partnership Breakfast

This month the Middle Schoolers 
and the Upper Elementary 
graduates had our Partnership 
Breakfast. We presented our film 
called Harmonics, which was our 
main project. We also showcased 
our art in our “Christopher Grun Art 
Gallery” which we named after our 
art teacher. Unfortunately we took 
down our art, but if you wish to see 
the film, it would be posted on the 
Meher Middle School website along 
with some funny bloopers.

Have a fun spring!



12 w w w . m e h e r m o n t e s s o r i . o r g a p r i l  1 7

Partnership Breakfast
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Partnership Breakfast

Partnership Projects
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Last Month – Our class grew in 
size yet again last month. We would 
like to welcome Nancy (6) and 
Nayelli (3) Miller to the classroom.  
The two sisters were referred to 
Meher by Joey Arnold’s mom. I 
would like to thank 
Nagla for the referral. 
The girls have 
settled into the flow 
of our Montessori 
c l a s s r o o m 
beautifully.

In addition to 
two new students, 
we also had a 
student teacher for 
the month of March. 
Le Jiang is taking her 
Montessori training 
through MISD (The 
Montessori Institute 
of San Diego), the same place I 
took my training 10 years ago. The 
children took to Miss Jiang very 
well. She was able to give a variety 
of lessons during her time with us, 
as well as run the classroom for 
designated periods of time. Miss 
Jiang had nothing but kind words 
to say about her experience here. 
She referred to the classroom as 

“perfect”. She was amazed at how 
Miss McCray, Ms. Avila and Miss 
Tinajero seemed to just know what 
needed to be done. Towards the 
end of her practice, a few children 
drew pictures for her, and she was 

very touched by 
it. She left asking 
how many more 
children we needed 
before I opened a 
second classroom. I 
imagine I will have 
her résumé any day 
now!!

Before moving on 
to April’s activities, I 
would like to thank 
all the parents, staff 
and children for my 
surprise birthday 
party. I truly had no 

idea the staff had planned anything 
for me. I was very surprised and 
incredibly touched. Thank you for 
making my special day extra special.

This Month – The Moveable 
Alphabet is in popular rotation once 
again. Some of our older 3 year olds 
are now ready to move on to the 
next step after Sandpaper Letters, 

Altadena News

March’s Very Well Received  
Irish Soda Bread!
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which brings us to word building 
with the Moveable Alphabet. The 
joy they derive from “writing” out 
words phonetically on 
the rug is infectious. It 
is interesting because 
it rekindles an interest 
in that material with 
some of the children 
who have moved 
past the Moveable 
Alphabet and onto 3 
and 4 letter reading 
cards. Now they 
revisit it with a sense 
of confidence when 
given words to “write”.

With our older 
children, we are working more on 
antonyms, synonyms and parts of 
speech. Parents of graduates may 
have started noticing 
papers coming 
home with circles 
and triangles written 
over words. This 
corresponds to our 
Box of Symbols and 
helps the children to 
identify verbs, nouns 
adjectives, etc, and 
the roles those words 
play.

School Shirt Day 
will be on Friday April 28th this 
month. Last month was another 
100% participation day, so we will 
be making pancakes for the month 
of April.

Next Month – 
In next month’s newsletter I will 

cover our butterflies and praying 
mantis pod. I will also 
go over the segment 
on community 
helpers that I started 
with the class this 
month. 

May is a very busy 
month. We will have 
our second round 
of Parent/Teacher 
Conferences the 
week of May 15th. 
Conferences week 
also corresponds 
with our annual 

Scholastic Book Fair. The book 
fair is run by parent volunteers. 
Please contact Mrs. Wildhaber if 

you are interested 
in volunteering. 
And, lastly, Open 
House for our Meher 
students happens in 
May. This is a time for 
your child to show 
everything he or she 
has been learning 
all year at Meher. 
Details for all these 
events will be out in 
May.

Until Next Month,
Mrs. Wildhaber
Miss. McCray, Ms. 

Avila & Miss Tinajero
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When can my child mow the lawn?
The Wall Street Journal, April 3, 2017

— by Ellen Byron

Can your 8-year-old vacuum 
yet?

Assigning new jobs for children 
as they mature will develop their 
work ethic, says Gregg Murset, CEO 
of BusyKid, a chore and allowance 
tracking app based in Scottsdale, 
Ariz. “The most important thing is 
to challenge them,” he says. “Once 
they have some proficiency you 
need to make them stretch to do the 
next job.”

Mr. Murset, a father of six 
children ages 10 to 20, believes 
parents should teach children to 
do housework when they’re young, 
no matter if it yields imperfect 
results. “Even though it’s easier 
to just clean the toilet by yourself 
and be done with it, you have to 
take the long view and realize that 
these fundamental life skills are so 
important,” he says.

Attaching an allowance to chores 

teaches children not to expect 
handouts, says Michael Eisenberg, a 
financial advisor in Encino, Calif. and 
member of the American Institute 
of CPA’s National Financial Literacy 
Commission. “At earlier ages, it 
instills within children the reality 
that you do something and you get 
paid for it,” he says. “Later on in life, 
they learn that the only way we get 
money is if we produce stuff at our 
jobs.”

Some 68% of U.S. parents say they 
pay an allowance to their children, 
at an average rate of $67.80 per 
month, according to a 2016 survey 
of 1,005 adults by the American 
Institute of CPAs. More than 80% of 
respondents who pay an allowance 
say they want to teach their child 
the value of money and financial 
responsibility, the survey found.

Below, housework and personal-
finance matters that children should 
be able to master, by age:

5 and under: Grasp the basics

Pick up toys
Clean bedroom
Comb hair

Parents should teach their children 
to pick up their toys and clean their 
bedroom. Hygiene rituals, including 
brushing teeth and combing hair, 

Chores build a work ethic, boost confidence and teach children 
not to expect handouts; a guide to appropriate tasks children can 

master by age
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can also be assigned as daily jobs. 
“You need to get young children 
started on these basics so they 
will be able to graduate to more 
important tasks,” says Mr. Murset.

Mr. Eisenberg doesn’t suggest 
an allowance at this age, but 
recommends parents show children 
how to put coins into a piggy bank. 

“It introduces the concept of money 
and savings,” says Mr. Eisenberg.

6 to 9: Find new challenges

Take care of pets
Operate appliances
Make own bed

Assigning essential tasks like 
filling the dog bowls with food and 
water and operating household 
appliances like the vacuum and 
dishwasher help build maturity, 
responsibility and motor skills. “One 
of my favorites is having them dust 
the baseboards,” says Mr. Murset. 

“Their hands are perfect for that and 
they hardly have to bend over.”

Families should introduce an 
allowance at this stage and visit a 
bank together. “Let them watch a 
teller take the money, do a deposit 
and see how much they have in 

their account,” says Mr. Eisenberg. 
Parents can also offer to match a 
child’s savings to help reach a goal, 
like buying a toy. The incentive 
establishes a savings pattern and 
mirrors adult retirement savings 
programs. “Then when they get a 
real job and their company offers to 
match 401K contributions, they’re 
going to be prepared for that.”

10 to 12: Offer choices

Take out trash
Make lunch
Clean bathroom

Chores that let children make 
their own decisions are effective 
confidence boosters, Mr. Murset 
says. Taking out the trash and 
walking the garbage and recycling 
cans to and from the curb require 
manipulating awkward items and 
offer a taste of independence, he 
says. So does making their school 
lunches. “They can decide what’s in 
their lunch, and figure out when and 
how to get it done,” he says.

As chores increase in 
sophistication and are completed 
successfully, allowances should rise, 
too, Mr. Eisenberg says. Parents 
should help children designate 
their earnings between spending, 
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savings and even investing. Kids can 
buy a few shares of companies that 
make products they’re interested in, 
such as toy, candy or entertainment 
companies. “By this age children can 
grasp an understanding about the 
different components of money,” 
says Mr. Eisenberg.

13 to 15: Build ambition

Mow the lawn
Wash windows
Clean the garage

“Teens now need to do the big 
stuff, like mow the lawn and wash 
the windows and cars, making sure 
there are no spots on them,” says 
Mr. Murset. “The ability to get a job 
done all the way is a really good skill 
to have.”

New and more challenging tasks 
help keep teenagers motivated, 
he says. “A work ethic has to be 
developed over time, and as you get 
harder tasks, you’re becoming better 
adept taking on those challenges 
and accomplishing them—that’s the 
character development piece.”

Given the rise of electronic 
banking, few children will grow up 
watching their parents tackle bills 
each month with a stack of paper 
statements and a checkbook. Sitting 

with your teenager as you pay bills 
online introduces how households 
now manage finances, and how 
much everything costs, says Mr. 
Eisenberg.

16 to 18: Time to grow up

Wash clothes
Grocery shop
Handle car maintenance

“This is when you start piling on 
the stuff that they’re actually going 
to need in the next few years of their 
life, when they’re adults,” says Mr. 
Murset. “Have them do their own 
laundry and cook their own dinner 
once a week.”

Other adult errands, like grocery 
shopping and taking the car for an 
oil change or emissions testing, help 
them better articulate their needs to 
strangers, he says. “And if you have a 
teen with an attitude problem, send 
them to the DMV, that’s even better,” 
says Mr. Murset.

At this stage, Mr. Eisenberg wants 
teenagers to get a summer job 
outside the home. “That’s how you 
teach them about income taxes,” he 
says.

Write to Ellen Byron at ellen.byron@
wsj.com


