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Meher Montessori
Helen Grace Fundraiser

Begins Thursday, March 16!
Ends Friday, March 31!
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News

Our Annual Partnership Breakfasts will be held this month for the Middle, Upper 
and Lower Elementary students. The children share with their parents the 

special projects they have created. These Partnership Breakfast celebrations not 
only give parents, children and teachers a wonderful opportunity to get together 
and enjoy the work the children have done and have breakfast treats, but also give 
parents and children an occasion to visit and experience the upper level classrooms. 
On Thursday, March 23rd, the oldest Lower Elementary children will join 
the Upper Elementary children for their Partnership Breakfast in Ms. 
Strand’s classroom. On Wednesday, March 29th, the oldest Upper 
Elementary children will join the Middle School children for their 
Partnership Breakfast at the Middle School. Then on Thursday, March 
30th, the oldest primary children and the Lower Elementary children 
will join together for breakfast with their parents in Ms. Tenold’s Lower 
Elementary classroom. The children are very excited to share their projects 
with their parents.

Re-Enrollment

Re-enrollment applications for 
the school year of 2017–2018 will 
be sent home on Monday, March 
20th. You must return the form by 
Friday, March 31st. It is our hope 
that all families at Meher Montessori 
School will re-enroll their children 
to reap the benefits of the quality 
education that is offered by this 
school. 

On second big fundraiser will 
begin on Thursday, March 16th. 
We will be selling Helen Grace 
candy bars and pretzel rods. We 
ask each family to at least sell one 
box. The funds raised really help 
with the purchase of Montessori 
materials for the classrooms and 
much more. Thank you in advance 
for your support.

Fundraiser

Don’t forget! Friday, March 
31st, is Meher’s School Shirt Day! 
Let’s have 100% participation so 
every class can have a party. Let’s 
show school spirit!

Mark your calendars! 
Spring Break is 
April 17th – 
April 21st.

School Shirt Day Spring Break
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challenging task.
The Valentine’s party was so 

successful; there were several 
children who brought in Valentine 
treats for their teachers and 
classmates! The children were 
patient as their classmates 
dropped goodies in each brown 

bag. The extra 
goodies went to 
the brown bags 
of the teachers. 
This shows that 
the children 
are generous 
and loving to 
their classmates 
and teachers 
as well. The 
children had fun 
decorating their 
Valentine bag 
with punched 
work of either a 
heart or cupid. 
Then everybody 
feasted on 
sweet fruit, 

veggies with dips, yogurt, cookies, 
apple pies, and the like. It was 
yummy!

Our Parent Night occurred on 
Thursday, February 23rd and went 
well! I’d like to thank the parents 
who were present. Your presence 
showed your support and care 
for the education of your children. 

Hello dear parents and in 
advance I’d like to wish everybody 
a Happy St. Patrick’s Day! When 
I changed our calendar from 
February to March, the children 
got excited to 
see that the 
design for the 
month of March 
is the three-
leafed clover.

The children 
are learning 
and growing so 
fast. When they 
step foot in 
the classroom 
they quickly get 
material to work 
on or check into 
their unfinished 
work to start 
their day. Once 
the majority are 
settled down, 
I come in to check or guide the 
children who are unsure of what 
work to begin with. They are all 
constantly hungry for new facts to 
learn, and to read, write, and count,  
patiently mastering these by 
repetitive work every day. Younger 
children start work with an easier 
task and slowly ascend to a more 

Classroom News

Mrs. Rivera’s Class
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There were three topics discussed 
and copies of what was discussed 
were given to the parents for 
future reference. Before ending 
the night, I mentioned the names 
of the materials in 
the practical life 
area. This area is 
the foundation 
through which 
the child is able 
to proceed to the 
other three areas 
of learning. The 
night ended with 
a smile on every 
parent’s face.

We have eight 
future graduates 
in our class.
These children 
have started to 
spend time in Ms. 
Tenold’s Lower 
Elementary class 
for the annual 
P a r t n e r s h i p 
Projects. Each year the graduating 
children from the primary classes 
work cooperatively with children 
from Ms. Tenold’s lower elementary 
class in joint projects. This exciting 
joint venture is a highlight of the 
school year at Meher Montessori 
School as children of different 
ages and classes work together on 
common projects. As a reminder, 
Thursday, March 30th, we will 
have a special breakfast where 
their projects will be on display so 
their families can view their great 
work! Please save the date in your 

calendar; an invitation will be sent 
to the graduate parents soon.

We made 100% again on last 
month’s School Shirt Day! We’ll 
schedule a pizza party on St. 

Patrick’s Day this 
Friday, March 17th. 
Let’s make it a 
point to wear our 
School Shirts on 
Friday, March 31st 
and once again 
attain 100%!

I am happy and 
proud to have Mrs. 
Suh and Ms. Bayon 
as my partners 
in helping the 
children in our 
class to attain 
the abilities and 
learning what 
they need in life. 
May you both 
continue to be 
inspired, happy 
and strengthened 

by the support and love given 
by our children and their parents. 
Keep it up ladies!

Yours truly,

Mrs. Rivera
Mrs. Suh 
Ms. Bayon
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A new month and season is here…
Welcome Spring! We have several 
activities lined up this March.

•	 On	 March	 8th,	 the	 Blue	
Submarine did a presentation 
for the whole school. We are all 
looking forward to learning more 
things about the marine life. We 
will give an update in next month’s 
newsletter regarding this event.

•	 Partnership	Project	-	This	year,	
we have 9 graduating children who 
will spend some time in Ms. Tenold’s 
Lower Elementary classroom to 
create a joint project. Later in the 
month, the projects will be on 
display so that the children can 
share them with their families. 

•	 On	 March	 17th,	 we	 will	 be	
celebrating St. Patrick’s Day with 
special snacks that the children will 
prepare themselves. How about 
green eggs and ham or perhaps 
cream cheese and crackers, with 
green grapes kabobs? We will be 
reading a story about St. Patrick and 
talk about the country of Ireland. 
We will also listen to Irish music and 
try to dance a jig.

Last month’s Parent Night 
was encouraging. There were 15 
wonderful parents who joined 
us that evening. Thank you all 
for coming and sharing your 
experience. One of the key points 
we talked about that night was 
introducing your child to nature. 
Maria Montessori believed that 
nature talks directly to children. As 

Mrs. Roque’s Class

Happy St. Patrick’s Day!

Middle School
Partnership Breakfast 
Wednesday, March 29th

7:00 – 8:30 am

Lower Elementary
Partnership Breakfast
Thursday, March 30th

7:00 – 8:30 am

Upper Elementary
Partnership Breakfast 
Thursday, March 23rd

7:00 – 8:30 am
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we look forward to Spring, you can 
go for walks to collect pinecones, 
fallen flowers, leaves, seeds, rocks, 
etc. You can let your child draw 
pictures of birds or flowers that 
they see; you can encourage them 
to observe insects or animals in the 
wild or go to a sandy beach full of 
shells. In school, as we go outside 
during playtime, we will look for 
signs of spring (buds growing, birds 
chirping).

The children have been 
enthusiastic about arranging 
flowers in a vase and decorating our 
classroom. If you would like to share 
some flowers from your garden 
for this activity, please do so. The 
children would love that.

Our birthday celebrants for this 
month are: Julian (turning 6) on 
March 17th and Jorge (turning 5) 
on March 21st. A special reminder 
to parents – Please bring some 
photographs for each year of your 
child’s birthday so they can make 
a Time Line. We use this during 
our birthday celebrations in the 
classroom.

Here’s a fun poem you can learn 
with your child at home. It’s from 

“Chicken Rice and Soup” by Maurice 
Sendak.

“In March the wind blows down 
the door

And spills my soup upon the 
floor.

It laps it up and roars for more…
Blowing once, blowing twice, 

blowing chicken soup with rice.”

We will learn to recite this poem 
and do the actions during group 
time, so have fun doing this at 
home and let your child show you 
how it’s done.

Till next month,

Mrs. Roque, Ms. Mills, Ms. 
Kulwicki, and Ms.Martinez

Arranging Flowers
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flat piece of paper and a balled up 
piece of paper and expected them 
to land at the same time. He was 
amazed when they did not, and 
though the reasoning behind it was 
explained to him, he will no doubt 
ponder this and be fascinated with 
it for a while.

A large group of 2nd year 
girls began work on a timeline 
about presidential history. It was 
wonderful to witness all the skills 
being practiced simultaneously. 
Along with practicing reading, 
they were learning to read years 
and figure out how to work in a 
group. “Who wants to research 
George Washington?” “Who wants 
to research John Adams?” “Thomas 
Jefferson?” “Should one person 
write on the timeline or should we 
all take turns?” “Should we include 
information about the White House 
or just learn about the presidents?” 
These were some of the questions I 
overheard.

Two boys are studying about the 
Space Shuttle Endeavour. This lends 

itself to an integration of subjects 
as well, including solving math 
word problems that arise naturally 

Ms. Tenold’s Class

Class News

We have four birthdays this 
month: Kaya (9) on March 2, Joyce 
(9) on March 6, Julian (9) on March 
20 and Hayden (8) on March 26. How 
special to celebrate the children 
as they grow up! Our class also 
had another noteworthy occasion 
in March. We began Mindfulness 
classes after instruction time on 
Fridays, led by parent Mrs. Lucero. 
This is an optional class from 3:00-
3:30 pm on Friday afternoons. In 
Montessori education, we strive to 
help children find their inner guide, 
and mindfulness teaches them how 
to find their inner calm so it is a 
fitting extension to our education. 
If you would like your child to be 
in the class, make sure you sign 
them up. There is a sign-up list in 
the daycare room. The class takes 
place on the rug in our classroom, 
and if you have enrolled them in the 
course please wait to 
call them out of it until 
it is over. Thank you to 
Mrs. Lucero!

Curriculum News

The interest in 
science experiments 
continues. One boy 
was excited to stand on 
a chair, as the experiment entailed, 
for the purpose of learning about 
the force of gravity. He dropped a 
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in the child’s mind. The boys saw 
that the shuttle’s inaugural launch 
date was May 7, 1992, and one boy 
thought for a minute to himself 
and then proclaimed that his mom 
would have been about 30! Then 
he thought about it for a few more 
minutes and told me that if he 
counted backwards from his mom’s 
age right now, he would get the 
right answer. Of course, they also 
started planning a Going Out to see 
the Endeavor. That will only serve to 
build more life-long skills.

Calendar News

This month we are working 
on Partnership Projects, and 
these projects will be displayed 
for families at the Breakfasts on 
March 23 and March 30 from 7-8:30 
am! For 5 consecutive days, the 
soon-to-be graduates from the 
primary are invited into the Lower 
Elementary and those from the 
Lower Elementary are invited to the 
Upper Elementary to learn some of 
the work they will do next year. This 
is always such a wonderful time 
because the children like to help 
each other and it is fun to get to 
know the primary students who will 
be with us next year! They are so 
sweet and capable.

Mindfulness and Partnership
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The last month has flown by, and 
March is here. The class enjoyed 
having Vanessa as our president and 
Jordan as Vice President. Vanessa 
hosted a baby photo game to play 
that was amusing 
and fun. The class 
also enjoyed 
cooking and 
baking projects 
this month.

Some of the 
lessons practiced 
last month 
were operations 
with positive 
and negative 
numbers, the 
volume of solids 
including pyramids, how seeds 
spread, sketching three dimensional 
objects, first, second, and third person 
perspectives in writing, prefixes and 
suffixes, creative writing, and history 
lessons of the fundamental needs of 
humans and the second timeline of 
human beings.

We have been reading the young 
readers edition of “The Omnivore’s 
Dilemma” by Michael Pollan. The class 
has been participating in discussions 
about food, where it comes from, 
and exploring their own opinions 
on the topic. Now that the weather 
is warming up, it’s also especially 
important to drink enough water, so 
I’ve even putting a larger emphasis 
on that too. The children have also 
shown interest in continuing cooking 
projects in class, so we will keep that 
going. By the way, if you have any 

Ms. Strand’s Class unwanted or extra kitchen utensils 
or tools, we could make good use of 
them in class. Please email me if you 
have any items you’d like to donate. 
Thanks!

A new project we have begun in 
class is exploring and learning about 
different careers and trades. We have 

a chart on the 
wall that the 
children can add 
different types 
of occupations to. 
Without giving 
it away, I’ll just 
say that we will 
be doing more 
with that in the 
coming weeks. 
The hope is that 
each student can 
uncover some 

new interests and passions they have.

Happy Spring!

Silent 
Reading 
in the 
Library

Volume of a Pyramid Project
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Classtime

Valentine’s Day Party
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Growing up on the east coast, 
somebody would always say during 
a long rainy period, “April showers 
bring May flowers.” It was a hopeful 
utterance that the rain would soon 
end. Here on the west coast, it’s the 
opposite – we hope for long rainy 
periods, which we got plenty of in 
late February and early March, just in 
time for the coming spring! 

Coinciding with March’s transition 
to spring, in math, we will be moving 
from exponential and logarithmic 
functions to probability and 
statistics, covering such concepts as 
independent and dependent events, 
mean, median, and mode, expected 
value and other ideas.

Similarly, in art class, the students 
are putting aside their work with 
perspective drawing to venture 
into a study of color, examining 
the relationships between primary, 
secondary, and tertiary colors. Even 
their Micro-economy class is getting 
into color, mostly green, as they look 
to revive their potted and organic 
herb and flower sales. 

However, not everything is 
changing. Just as evergreens keep 
their green color throughout the year, 
our language arts class, including, 
as it does, reading and writing, 
will continue to work on writing 
argumentative essays - because all 
good writers revise and revise and 
revise! Also, in science, the students 
will continue to study Newton’s Laws.

Finally, March is Partnership 
Breakfast month, where the Middle 
School students will be creating 

Mr. Mindes’ Class a musical reality film with the 6th 
graders. It will be shown at the 
breakfast. Hope to see everyone then!

Jackie Gonzalez
A Response to Donald Trump’s 

Executive Order
The Bill our former President, 

Barack Obama, signed following the 
horrific shooting in San Bernandino, 
stopped mentally ill people from 
purchasing guns. Recently, President 
Trump signed a executive order 
revoking the law, thus allowing 
people with all sorts of mental 
conditions to buy guns. In just 2015, 
there were 372 mass shootings in the 
U.S. killing 475 people and injuring 
1,870. Research shows that 79% of 
mass shootings are caused by people 
with mental illnesses. Will the amount 
of shootings double now that gun 
control laws are being revoked? 
How about the safety of children at 
schools? In just January and February 
of 2016, there was 7 shootings. The 
amount of school shootings in two 
months should be zero. Our new 
President is failing to protect the 
people by signing this executive 
order.

Alysa Hurlic
Meher Cart
As noted before in the previous 

newsletter, the Middle School is 
fundraising for the camp trip this 
spring to Yosemite. Not only are we 
selling drinks, but the cart is now 
adding breakfast foods during our 
Tuesday morning sales and delicious 
snacks for our Thursday afternoon 
sales. We hope you can come support 
us!
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MARCH EVENTS

LAST MONTH – Last month we 
welcomed Johvana Tinajero to the 
Meher staff. Miss Tinajero currently 
has 24 Child Development units 
and is 2 classes away from her AA 
at Rio Hondo College. She has been 
working in the child development 
field since 
2014. Her 
d a u g h t e r 
Julia is a 
student in 
one of the 
P r i m a r y 
classrooms at 
our Monterey 
Park Campus.

As our 
small school 
slowly but 
surely continues to grow, the 
decision was made to hire another 
teaching assistant to support 
our growing class size, instead of 
turning families away due to the 
teacher staff ratio of 12 to 1.

The addition of Miss Tinajero 
meant that we were able to add 2 
more students to the Meher family: 
Joey Arnold and Xavier Johnson.  
Many returning students remember 
Joey. He is the younger brother of 
last year’s graduate Jason Arnold.  

Both boys are 3 and they have both 
settled into the Meher routine quite 
nicely.

I would like to thank the parents 
that were able to attend Parent Night 
on February 23rd. I pick a different 
area of the classroom to focus on 

every year, 
so that my 
families are 
not listening 
to the same 
speech for 
2-3 years 
in a row. I 
hope it was 
informative 
a n d 
engaging for 
the parents 

that could make it. For those who 
did not attend, Parent Night packets 
were left on the coat rack for parents 
to take home.

Our Valentine’s Day celebration 
was very well received by the 
children. It was great to see all the 
unique and creative valentines the 
children passed out. There was 
a large variety of store-bought 
and home-made valentines and 
some with an extra attachment. 
The children who chose to bring 

Altadena News
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valentines really enjoyed passing 
them out. I would like to thank our 
graduates and some of our older 5 
year olds for 
offering to 
help the 
younger ones 
pass out their 
v a l e n t i n e s . 
We truly have 
a great group 
of helpers this 
year.

T h e 
c h i l d r e n 
e n j o y e d 
a very special story time on 
February 23rd. Danielle Spisso, Tess 
Buxbaum’s babysitter, came to the 
school dressed as Disney’s Elsa to 
read to the 
class in honor 
of Tess’s 6th 
b i r t h d a y . 

“Elsa” had 
both the boys 
and the girls 
c a p t i v a t e d 
from start to 
finish. I would 
like to thank 
Danielle for 
p r o v i d i n g 
such a memorable storytelling 
experience for the whole class.

I would like to give a special 
thank you to the Bigby family. Every 
year they work together to come 

up with a presentation and project 
for Black History Month that is age 
appropriate and engaging for the 

children. This 
year was no 
d i f f e r e n t . 
Daryn’s older 
brother and 
sister, William 
and Avery, 
gave a short 
presentation 
on Robert 
F l e m m i n g 
Jr., who is 
known for 

“inventing” the acoustic guitar in 
1886 by having it patented. After 
the presentation, which included 
William performing a little bit on his 

own acoustic 
guitar, the 3 
Bigbys, with 
help from 
their mom, 
Shauna, did a 
group activity 
with the 
class. They all 
helped the 
children to 
make their 
own guitars 

with rubber bands, tissue boxes, 
tape and wood. The children loved 
it!

THIS MONTH – March 17th is 
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St. Patrick’s Day. The children are 
all encouraged to wear green on 
this day. As a festive treat, I always 
provide Lucky Charms for their 
morning snack on this day. This is 
the day we will also have our March 
cooking activity as we did earn 
100% participation for February’s 
School Shirt Day. The children are 
very excited to make Ina Garten’s 
Irish Soda Bread recipe.

School Shirt Day will be on Friday, 
March 31st this month. Please help 
your child to remember to wear his/
her school shirt on this day. The 
monthly cooking activities only 
happen if the class is 100% united 
in showing their school spirit.

NEXT MONTH – In April’s 
newsletter I will cover the Wild 
Weather Program on March 10th 
from Hightouch Hightech.

The School has an Egg Hunt every 
year before Spring Break. This year 
our Egg Hunt will be on Friday, April 
14th at 10:45 am. The School will be 
closed for Spring Break from April 
17th-April 21st. School resumes on 
Monday April 24th.

When we return from Spring 
Break, we begin practicing for 
our Graduation Program, which is 
scheduled for June 15th. 2 months 
may sound like a long time to 
practice for a 30-minute program, 
but we do it the Montessori way. We 
start with the most basic-selecting 
and learning songs, and then 

gradually build from there. It is not 
until June that the children start 
practicing on the stage.

Also, when we return from Spring 
Break, the graduates will have 
the option of weekly homework 
packets. For children who will 
enter first grade at a school that 
gives out homework, this is a good 
opportunity for both the parents 
and the children to get exposed 
to worksheets, homework packets 
and time management at home. A 
homework sign up for the parents 
of the graduates will go home the 
first week of April.

Until Next Month,
Mrs. Wildhaber
Miss McCray, Ms. Avila and Miss 

Ti

R e - e n r o l l m e n t 

applications for the school 

year of 2017–2018 will be  

sent home on Monday, 

March 20th. You must 

return the form by Friday, 

March 31st. It is our hope 

that all families at Meher 

Montessori School will re-

enroll their children to reap 

the benefits of the quality 

education that is offered by 

this school. 
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The Bigby Family helped children make their own  
guitars for Black History Month

Disney’s Elsa read to the class in honor 
of Tess’s 6th Birthday
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Congratulations to Mr. Barameda. Our former  
Upper Elementary Teacher got married in the Philippines!

Eli and Grace playing an intense chess game.


